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even the arms of the Republic suffered ignominious disasters in a struggle with the Numidian king Jugurtha, who had won his throne by murder, obtained senatorial sanction by bribery, and finally defeated the Roman army when public disgust compelled the government to make war upon him. The Populares, the popular party, clamored against aristocratic mismanagement, and elected to the consulship a rough but extremely capable soldier, Gaius Marius, who came from what had once been the Volscian town of Arpkium. Marius superseded in Numidia the able but rigidly aristocratic Metullus, his predecessor, in spite of the extension of the latter's powers as a proconsul by the Senate. By his own military skill, materially assisted by the genius both for war and for diplomacy of his lieutenant, Sulla, Marius crushed Jugurtha, and brought him back to Rome in triumph, having in the meantime been re-elected to the consulate.
But there was more for the popular commander to do before the party leaders could make him the tool of their own political designs. While Numidian affairs were absorbing attention, a new horde of barbarians made its appearance in the north, the Cimbri and Teuton es, the forerunners of the great German migration. During the last twenty years Rome had created the province of Gallia Narbonensis (Narbonne), on the lower Rhone, and along the French Mediterranean coast. This was the outcome of the strife between the Greek colonists of Massilia, a city which from time immemorial had been an ally of Rome, and the Gallic tribes. The assistance given by Rome to Massiliotes had involved the annexation of territory. Now the Germans, moving south and west from the heart of Europe beyond the Rhine and the Danube, and being apparently themselves associated with some Celtic clans, crossed the Rhine, and came into collision in the Rhone valley with Roman armies, which they routed. In 105 the migrating horde determined to invade Italy. They annihilated a Roman army on the banks of the Rhone, but again for a .time their attention was diverted elsewhere. The defeated Roman captains had all been of the Senatorial group; the popular demand that Marius should be sent north to deal with this new danger was irresistible. Year after year he was elected to the consulship in his absence. The Cimbri had moved off to the west, and before they reappeared with the Teutones, he had reduced to submission the Gallic tribes which had revolted. The German host divided. One-half of it was to strike down upon Italy through the eastern Alps, the other descended upon the Rhone valley. Marius destroyed the latter in the battle of Aquae Sextise, twenty miles from Massilia, and then the former at Vercellae, in the Raudine plain, some forty miles from the modern Milan. In these two engagements the barbarian forces were annihilated, and the German menace was postponed for a century.